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points; and the letters which passed between the two men, and which now began with the formal " Monsieur/' were full of bickerings about money matters, about Balzac's delay in furnishing copy, and about the length of his contributions. On one occasion Pichot is severe in his rebukes, because Balzac has prevented the Duchesse d'Abrant^s from providing a promised article, by telling her that his own writing will fill two whole numbers of the Revue. On another, it is curious to find that Balzac, who was rather ashamed of the immoral reputation of his works, thanks M. Pichot quite humbly for suppressing a passage in the " Voyage de Paris a Java/' which the director considered unfit for family perusal, and excuses himself on the subject with the naive explanation that he was at the same time writing the " Contes Drfilatiques " ! * Finally, in March, 1833, after six months of the treaty had expired, Balzac withdrew altogether from the Revue de Pans. He gave no explicit explanation for this step ; but in 1836, at the time of his lawsuit with the Revue de Paris, he stated as the reason for his desertion that he considered Pichot to be the author, under different pseudonyms, of the adverse criticism of his novels which appeared in its pages. In the Revue he had, among other novels, brought out the beginning of " L'Histoire des Treize," and the parsimonious shareholders now had the mortification of seeing
* " Autour de Honore' de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.